
 

 

CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held at the Township Hall on July 20, 2010. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sue Balkema, Walt Kohnke, Don Kramer, Phil Larson, Joan Orman, Art Samson and 

Karen Wager 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Larson called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm and led in the pledge to the Flag. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA: Samson moved to adopt the agenda. Seconded by Kohnke. Motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Samson moved to approve the minutes of the June 15 meeting. Seconded by Kramer. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

CITIZENS TIME: No citizens present. 

 

FLOOD PLAIN ZONING TEXT CHANGES: Discussion took place regarding changes in the text of flood plain 

zoning. Larson explained that Attorney Rolfe relayed to him that the text changes make the Township’s zoning 

clearer and less redundant. Wager questioned an item in the new text regarding agriculture. It was explained that as 

long as there isn’t substantial earth movement, diverting of streams, etc. it is allowed. Attorney Rolfe said that he 

chose wording that would specifically not make it difficult for one to carry on agricultural activities. Samson moved 

to schedule and notice a public hearing on August 17 regarding the flood plain zoning text changes. Supported by 

Balkema. Motion passed unanimously. 

  

BALKEMA EXCAVATING, INC/BEX FARMS FILL PERMIT APPLICATION: Sue Balkema opted to excuse 

herself from the discussion. Larson expressed his opinion that the applicant’s application of June 1 appeared to be 

complete. Discussion on any impact of the fill on waterways ensued. It was determined that this was not an issue. 

Samson questioned several items in the application. Discussion took place on various aspects of the application as 

well as AGS’s interpretation of such. Larson stated that he will provide Balkema Excavating, Inc/Bex Farms with 

the Planning Commission’s comments and ask Jeff Balkema to send the application back to AGS for review. 

Samson feels we should be the ones to return the application to AGS as it is not the applicant’s responsibility. He 

suggested letting the applicant know what we talked about and telling him that we’ll submit his application to AGS. 

 

SIGN-ART SITE PLAN DISCUSSION: Larson explained that Sign-Art wants to change their sign. Turns out they 

didn’t have a permit for the sign that had been there already. A site plan review application has been sent to them so 

that they can apply to make the changes that they desire. Sign-Art is challenging the Zoning Administrator’s 

determination regarding its sign permit request. Discussion ensued. Larson included this item as information only. 

He also provided the Planning Commission members with written materials pertaining to the matter for their 

information. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL ASPR VERIZON: Larson informed the group that he signed off on this 

regarding the co-location of a tower on East Michigan Ave. 

 

WIND ENERGY ORDINANCE DISCUSSION: Discussion on how to proceed with our recommendation to the 

Township Board regarding a wind energy ordinance. Wager, who missed the discussion last month, feels that our 

proposed ordinance doesn’t need to be changed. Samson is under the impression that there was consensus to 

reconsider and possibly regulate the three issues that he brought up in his memo of November 20, 2009 to the 

Township Board.  

 

Discussion on the topic of decommissioning took place. Samson believes we should have language addressing this 

in the ordinance. Kohnke read an item on decommissioning from Mason County’s wind energy ordinance. The 

Board liked that language. All but Commissioner Wager agreed that we should have decommissioning language in 

the ordinance. 

 

Regarding anemometer towers, the feeling of the majority of Planning Commission members was that if we regulate 



the wind towers, then we need to regulate these “precursors” to wind towers. Wager disagreed. Discussion ensued. 

Samson passed out language from Eveline and Banks Township ordinances regarding removal of abandoned or 

unsafe wind turbine generators and/or anemometer towers for consideration. 

 

Onto regulation of shadow flicker…  Again, Art passed out language from Eveline and Banks Townships regarding 

shadow flicker regulations. Discussion ensued. Some members leaned toward favoring Banks Township’s paragraph 

titled “Detrimental Effects.” Discussion ensued regarding the need to include “safety/anti-climb device” language. 

 

Larson stated that we agreed to include these items in a wind energy ordinance and will plan next month to create 

exact language to complete the ordinance. 

 

MEMBERS TIME: Samson stated that he would like the commission to make a recommendation to the Township 

Board to instruct the attorney to provide us with a solar energy ordinance. Samson moved that the Planning 

Commission recommend to the Township Board that they create an ordinance re: photo voltaic regulations. Larson 

seconded. Balkema, Kohnke, Kramer, Larson, Orman and Samson voted yes. Wager opposed. Samson asked why 

Wager opposed. She stated that solar energy devices are unobtrusive and doesn’t see the necessity for an ordinance. 

Concern about the expense of an ordinance was discussed. Larson will talk with Attorney Rolfe to reiterate that we 

would like a very simple solar energy ordinance. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:39 pm upon motion by Kohnke. Support by Samson. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Prepared 7/20/10 by Joan Orman 

 


